
January 12, 2026
The City Council met at City Hall on January 12, 2026 with the following members present:  Chuck Steffenson, Jason Andersen, Julie Aasness, Liz Plaster and Monica Olson-Novotny and the following absent: NONE

Others Present: Sam Ruppert-Apex Engineering, Curt & Heather Olson, Tyler Anderson, Shawn Stelzer and Diana K. Olson
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 PM by Mayor Steffenson. 

A motion was made by Olson-Novotny, seconded by Andersen and carried to approve the January 12th agenda with the change of the HRA will be here in February and Sam with Apex will take their spot. 
  
A motion was made by Andersen, seconded by Aasness and carried to approve the December 1st budget meeting and December 8th Council meeting minutes.
A motion was made by Andersen, seconded by Olson-Novotny and carried to appoint Julie Aasness as Acting Mayor.

A motion was made by Andersen, seconded by Plaster and carried to retain 1st National Bank as the official depository and Viking Bank, Alexandria as a backup and for investments. 

A motion was made by Olson-Novotny, seconded by Aasness and carried to retain The Douglas County Record as the official newspaper.  
A motion was made by Plaster, seconded by Andersen and carried to appoint Megan Burkhammer as the City’s prosecution attorney from Thornton, Dolan, Bowen, Klecker & Burkhammer Law Office and Tom from Swenson-Lervick for civil issues.
A motion was made by Aasness, seconded by Andersen and carried to appoint the Fire Chief as the NIMS Coordinator.

A motion was made by Olson-Novotny, seconded by Plaster and carried to set the Council meeting dates for the 2nd Monday of every month at 6:30 PM at City Hall.
A motion was made by Aasness, seconded by Andersen and carried to waive the 10% gambling tax for the Evansville Fire Relief for 2026.
Sam from Apex was present to talk to the council about the lead or galvanized water service lines.  We have 2 that are galvanized and will need to be replaced.  Currently PFA has funds available to pay for these repairs but the City would be the one to apply for the funds.
A motion was made by Olson-Novotny, seconded by Andersen and carried to approve the task order #6 for the 2026 Lead Service Line Replacement with Apex Engineering.
The County is looking at a grant for radios.  
A motion was made by Andersen, seconded by Olson-Novotny and carried to approve the IRS mileage rate of 72.5 per mile.

A motion was made by Andersen, seconded by Plaster and carried to approve the contract for law enforcement with the Douglas County Sheriffs department for 20 hours a month at $46.41 per hour.

A motion was made by Andersen, seconded by Olson-Novotny and carried to approve the 2026 fee schedule.  (Schedule Attached)
A motion was made by Andersen, seconded by Plaster and carried to allow Diana and Shawn to attend their conferences.
A motion was made by Andersen, seconded by Olson-Novotny and carried to give all employees a 4% raise and retro it to January 1st.

Council Member Monica Olson-Novotny introduced the following resolution and moved its adoption:

CITY OF EVANSVILLE

Resolution No. 26-001

A RESOLUTION GRANTING A

VIDEO DELIVERY SYTEM FRANCHISE TO

GARDONVILLE COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE ASSOCIATION

The foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Jason Andersen and upon vote being taken the following voted in favor thereof: Jason Andersen, Julie Aasness, Chuck Steffenson, Liz Plaster & Monica Olson-Novotny

And the following voted against the same:   NONE

WHEREUPON said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted this 12th day of January, 2026.

The City is in compliance with pay equity.

A motion was made by Andersen, seconded by Olson-Novotny and carried to approve the January bills and authorize payment. (List Attached)

A motion was made by Andersen, seconded by Steffenson and carried to adjourn the meeting at 7:54 PM.   
Diana K. Olson
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