January 9, 2023
The City Council met at City Hall on January 9, 2023 with the following members present:  Chuck Steffenson, Colleen Shores, Julie Aasness, Michael Hudson and Monica Olson and the following absent: NONE

Others Present: Lyndi Hudson, Bob Schlieman & Sam Ruppert-Apex Engineering, Tyler Anderson, Jerry Buse and Diana K. Olson
Chuck, Monica, Julie and Michael were sworn in to office by the Clerk.

The meeting was called to order at 6:30 PM by Mayor Steffenson. 

A motion was made by Aasness, seconded by Hudson and carried to approve the January 9th agenda. 
  
A motion was made by Aasness, seconded by Hudson and carried to approve the December 12th Council Minutes.
A motion was made by Shores, seconded by Olson and carried to appoint Julie Aasness as Acting Mayor.

A motion was made by Hudson, seconded by Aasness and carried to retain First Security Bank, Evansville as the official depository and Viking Bank, Alexandria as a back up and for investments.

A motion was made by Steffenson, seconded by Olson and carried to retain The Douglas County Record as the official newspaper and the Fergus Falls Daily Journal as backup.

A motion was made by Aasness, seconded by Hudson and carried to appoint Megan Burkhammer as the City Attorney from Thornton, Dolan, Bowen, Klecker & Burkhammer Law Office.
A motion was made by Shores, seconded by Hudson and carried to appoint the Fire Chief as the NIMS Coordinator.

A motion was made by Steffenson, seconded by Hudson and carried to keep Julie & Colleen on the employee committee.  

A motion was made by Aasness, seconded by Shores and carried to set the Council meeting dates for the 2nd Monday of every month at 6:30 PM at City Hall.
A motion was made by Olson, seconded by Shores and carried to waive the 10% gambling tax for the Evansville Fire Relief for 2023.
All Council members will take turns attending the school meetings.
Bob from Apex presented the current costs of the sewer improvements/generator.  It did increase over $100,000 from previous estimates. The Council would like to continue with the engineering and bidding and then make a decision if they would like to proceed with the project or adjust the project.
A motion was made by Olson, seconded by Hudson and carried to approve the amendment to extend the contract with Apex for another 10 years.  It was to expire this year.

A motion was made by Aasness, seconded by Olson and carried to move forward with the design, engineering and bidding of the sewer improvements/generator on an hourly basis with an amount not to exceed $55,500.

A motion was made by Shores, seconded by Olson and carried to approve the fire department calculations for PERA retirement based off a point system on if the member shows up for calls, trainings and meetings.  The most a person could get is 12 points a year.

A motion was made by Steffenson, seconded by Shores and carried to approve the 2023 Fire Department Officers.

Fire Chief---Tyler Anderson

Assistant Fire Chief—Blake Quinn & Corey Jaenisch

Secretary----Micha Cole
Engineer---Jake Cole

Training Officer---Chris Johnson
A motion was made by Olson, seconded by Hudson and carried to approve the IRS mileage rate of 65.5 cents a mile.
A motion was made by Aasness, seconded by Olson and carried to approve the 2023 fee schedule.  (List attached)

A motion was made by Olson, seconded by Hudson and carried to allow the City employees to attend their conferences in March.

Council discussed snow ordinances.  We have had lots of issues with people putting their snow in the streets.

A motion was made by Steffenson, seconded by Hudson and carried to approve the January bills and authorize payment. (List Attached)

A motion was made by Aasness, seconded by Olson and carried to adjourn the meeting at 8:19 PM.   
Diana K. Olson
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