August 9, 2021
The City Council met in the Evansville Senior Center on August 9, 2021 with the following members present:  Chuck Steffenson, Colleen Shores, Cal Lundeen, Julie Aasness and Deb Berry and the following absent: NONE

Others Present: Don Peschel-School, Nate Kunde-Ottertail Power, Richard Novotny, Dave Bedore, Jerry Buse and Diana K. Olson
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 PM by Mayor Lundeen.  

A motion was made by Steffenson, seconded by Berry and carried to approve the August 9th agenda and move school report to 4A.


A motion was made by Aasness, seconded by Steffenson and carried to approve the July 12th Council Minutes.
Nate with Ottertail Power went over the new franchise agreement between the City and Ottertail Power Company.  They would like to renew it for another 20 years.

A motion was made by Steffenson, seconded by Lundeen and carried to approve Ordinance # 100 A Franchise Agreement with Ottertail Power Company. (Copy available at City Hall)
The Council received a copy of the purchase agreement between the City and School for the Community Center.  The City will send it to their attorney for comment.

The parking lot shall be re-surfaced next week.

A motion was made by Lundeen, seconded by Berry and carried to hire John Bergman for the part time maintenance position with flexible hours.

Council Member Deb Berry introduced the following resolution and moved for its adoption:

CITY OF EVANVILLE
RESOLUTION NO. 21-003
A RESOLUTION TO ACCEPT THE CORONAVIRUS LOCAL FISCAL RECOVERY FUND ESTABLISHED UNDER THE AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN ACT

WHEREAS, since the first case of coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) was discovered in the United States in January 2020, the disease has infected over 32 million and killed over 575,000 Americans (“Pandemic”). The disease has impacted every part of life: as social distancing became a necessity, businesses closed, schools transitioned to remote education, travel was sharply reduced, and millions of Americans lost their jobs;
WHEREAS, as a result of the Pandemic cities have been called on to respond to the needs of their communities through the prevention, treatment, and vaccination of COVID-19.

WHEREAS, city revenues, businesses and nonprofits in the city have faced economic impacts due to the Pandemic.
WHEREAS, Congress adopted the American Rescue Plan Act in March 2021 (“ARPA”) which included $65 billion in recovery funds for cities across the country. 
WHEREAS, ARPA funds are intended to provide support to state, local, and tribal governments in responding to the impact of COVID-19 and in their efforts to contain COVID-19 in their communities, residents, and businesses.  

WHEREAS, $63,278.58 has been allocated to the City of Evansville (“City”) pursuant to the ARPA (“Allocation”). 

WHEREAS, the United States Department of Treasury has adopted guidance regarding the use of ARPA funds.  
WHEREAS, the City, in response to the Pandemic, has had expenditures and anticipates future expenditures consistent with the Department of Treasury’s ARPA guidance.  

WHEREAS, the State of Minnesota will distribute ARPA funds to the City because its population is less than 50,000.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EVANSVILLE, MINNESOTA AS FOLLOWS:

1. The City intends to collect its share of ARPA funds from the State of Minnesota to use in a manner consistent with the Department of Treasury’s guidance.

2. City staff, together with the Mayor and the City Attorney are hereby authorized to take any actions necessary to receive the City’s share of ARPA funds from the State of Minnesota for expenses incurred because of the Pandemic.

3. City staff, together with the Mayor and the City Attorney are hereby authorized to make recommendations to the City Council for future expenditures that may be reimbursed with ARPA funds.

The foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Chuck Steffenson and upon vote being taken the following voted in favor thereof:  Chuck Steffenson, Julie Aasness, Colleen Shores, Cal Lundeen and Deb Berry.

And the following voted against the same:  NONE

WHEREUPON said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted this 9th day of August, 2021.

A motion was made by Aasness, seconded by Shores and carried to set clean up day for September 25th from 9-noon at the bus garage parking lot.
A motion was made by Lundeen, seconded by Shores and carried to only allow employees or City Council members in the City office.  

Opposed: Steffenson & Berry

A motion was made by Lundeen, seconded by Aasness and carried to sell the 1999 Ford L8000 Plow truck and 1997 Chevy at the auction in Hoffmann on September 3rd.  


The City qualified for the MPCA award but have not received it yet.  They said it was sent to the Mayor.

There was a skateboard race that came through town and the ECD gave them beverages.  They also had a bike ride and they served caramel rolls and a beverage.  

A motion was made by Lundeen, seconded by Steffenson and carried to purchase a new printer for the office for $1,395 along with a service contract.

A motion was made by Berry, seconded by Aasness and carried to approve the August bills and authorize payment. (List Attached)

A motion was made by Aasness, seconded by Berry and carried to adjourn the meeting at 8:40 PM.      
Diana K. Olson
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