
May 12, 2025
The City Council met at City Hall on May 12, 2025 with the following members present:  Chuck Steffenson, Jason Andersen, Julie Aasness, Liz Plaster and Monica Olson-Novotny and the following absent: NONE

Others Present: Meredith Olson & Tanya Puchalski-Brew on 82 Bar and Grill, Karen Howell, Lyssa Lovejoy, Caileen Ostenson, Corey Jaenisch, Dave Bedore, Shawn Stelzer and Diana K. Olson
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 PM by Mayor Steffenson. 

A motion was made by Andersen, seconded by Olson-Novotny and carried to approve the May 12th agenda with the addition of Brew on 82 Bar and Grill. 
  
A motion was made by Andersen, seconded by Plaster and carried to approve the April 14th Council Minutes and April 15th Board of Review minutes.
The Art Center’s Banner project was approved.  They would like to have a farmers’ market on Main Street the first Thursday of every month from 5-7.  The Council is in favor of the farmers’ market.
A motion was made by Andersen, seconded by Aasness and carried to approve a liquor license for Brew on 82 Bar and Grill effective June 1, 2025.  They applied for an off-sale, on-sale, Sunday on-sale and Sunday off-sale 3.2.
A motion was made by Andersen, seconded by Olson-Novotny and carried to approve the purchase of a skid unit for the side by side and pay for half of it out of the truck fund.  It would be $6,008.50.  The rest will be paid out of their fundraiser fund.

A motion was made by Aasness, seconded by Andersen and carried to approve the LG240B for the Evansville Education Foundation, and waive the 30-day waiting period and 10% to the City, to conduct Bingo on July 4th at the Community Center.  

A motion was made by Andersen, seconded by Plaster and carried to purchase the lot in the park from Dennis Shores for $5,000 as long as he cleans it up.

Council Member Monica Olson-Novotny introduced the following resolution and moved its adoption:

CITY OF EVANSVILLE, MINNNESOTA

RESOLUTION NO. 2025-001

A RESOLUTION CONSENTING TO THE DELEGATION OF CANNABIS BUSINESS REGISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT AUTHORITY TO DOUGLAS COUNTY PURSUANT TO MINN. STAT. § 342.22

WHEREAS, the City Council is the official governing body of the City of Evansville, Minnesota (“City”); and

WHEREAS, Minnesota Statutes Section 342.22, Subd. 1, requires that cannabis microbusinesses with a retail operations endorsement, cannabis mezzobusinesses with a retail operations endorsement, cannabis retailers, medical cannabis retailers, medical cannabis combination businesses, and lower-potency hemp edible retailers register with the city, town, or county in which the retail establishment is located before making retail sales to customers or patients; and

WHEREAS, Minnesota Statutes Section 342.22, Subd. 1, allows counties to issue such registrations in cases where a city or town has provided consent for the county to issue the registration for the jurisdiction; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners for Douglas County, Minnesota (“County”), has adopted a Cannabis Retail Sales, Events, and Public Use Ordinance, Ordinance No. 040125 (“County Cannabis Ordinance”), which, among other things, allows towns and municipalities within the boundaries of the County to delegate to the County cannabis retail registration authority and the authority to administer and enforce the County Cannabis Ordinance within their jurisdiction; and

WHEREAS, Minnesota Statutes Section 342.22, Subd. 3, requires that the local unit of government that issues a registration to a cannabis microbusiness with a retail operations endorsement, cannabis mezzobusiness with a retail operations endorsement, cannabis retailer, medical cannabis retailer, medical cannabis combination business, or lower-potency hemp edible retailer conduct compliance checks of every such business or retailer with a registration issued by the local unit of government; and

WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that it would serve the public interest for the City to provide consent for the County to register cannabis microbusinesses with a retail operations endorsement, cannabis mezzobusinesses with a retail operations endorsement, cannabis retailers, medical cannabis retailers, medical cannabis combination businesses, and lower-potency hemp edible retailers, to perform compliance checks of every such business or retailer with a registration issued by the County, and to otherwise administer and enforce the County Cannabis Ordinance in the City, in accordance with Minnesota Statutes Section 342.22; and

WHEREAS, the City acknowledges that nothing in the County Cannabis Ordinance or state law prohibits a local government within the boundaries of Douglas County from adopting lawful ordinances addressing the time, place, and manner of cannabis sales if the County has not adopted conflicting provisions; and

WHEREAS, the City will remain responsible under Minnesota Statutes 342.13(f) to certify to the Office of Cannabis Management whether a proposed cannabis business complies with local zoning and/or cannabis rules and, if applicable, whether the proposed business complies with the state fire code and building code.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council that the City provides consent for the County to register cannabis microbusinesses with a retail operations endorsement, cannabis mezzobusinesses with a retail operations endorsement, cannabis retailers, medical cannabis retailers, medical cannabis combination businesses, and lower-potency hemp edible retailers, to perform compliance checks of every such business or retailer with a registration issued by the County, and to otherwise administer and enforce the County Cannabis Ordinance in the City, in accordance with Minnesota Statutes Section 342.22. Provided, however, that this delegation is conditioned upon the City and County entering into an agreement setting forth the terms of said delegation.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City will fully cooperate with the County in providing all necessary records and information to the County so that the County can register cannabis microbusinesses with a retail operations endorsement, cannabis mezzobusinesses with a retail operations endorsement, cannabis retailers, medical cannabis retailers, medical cannabis combination businesses, and lower-potency hemp edible retailers, and perform compliance checks of every such business or retailer with a registration issued by the County.

The foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Julie Aasness and upon vote being taken the following voted in favor thereof: Monica Olson-Novotny, Liz Plaster, Chuck Steffenson and Julie Aasness

And the following voted against the same: Jason Andersen 

Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted, and was signed by the Mayor, and attested by the Clerk dated this 12th day of May, 2025.

A motion was made by Andersen, seconded by Plaster and carried to approve the purchase of a 60” diesel zero-turn Kubota mower for up to $15,000.

A motion was made by Andersen, seconded by Olson-Novotny and carried to approve the quote from Executive Sanitation to provide the porta pottys for the park and shelter.  One is handicap and the other is the standard.

A motion was made by Andersen, seconded by Olson-Novotny and carried to allow Somedays Bar & Grill to put up a small fenced in patio out front.

A motion was made by Andersen, seconded by Steffenson and carried to allow the shed to remain in the same location at 303 Alexandria Street until it is destroyed to 50% or more and then it would have to be taken down and would not be able to be built in the same location.
A motion was made by Andersen, seconded by Plaster and caried to approve the quote from MN Pump Works to service the lift station pumps for $585.

A motion was made by Olson-Novotny, seconded by Plaster and carried to approve the May bills and authorize payment. (List Attached)

A motion was made by Aasness, seconded by Andersen and carried to adjourn the meeting at 8:30 PM.   
Diana K. Olson
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